COLORADO’S RURAL WAR ON DRUGS:
A Case Study Of Grand Junction’s

Legalized Marijuana Implementation,
Politics, And Carceral Ethos
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URBAN VS. RURAL LOCALITIES,
AND THE IDEA OF FEDERALISM

Federalism describes the
relationship between federal,
state, and local governments in

More liberal their implementations of policies.

Increased
population
diversity
Economy possibly
rooted in white
collar jobs

More community
resources and
funding




GUIDING
RESEARCH
QUESTION

When examining Grand Junction,
Colorado how do socio-economic,
political, and carceral characteristics

explain why rural counties are
resistant to implement state-wide
drug law reforms and legalizations?
- And how do these characteristics

contribute to upholding a rural
carceral ethos related to local policy
feedback loops?
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METHODOLOGIES
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GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO

Deaths in Mesa County, CO
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EMERGING THEMES FROM ORIGINAL
RESEARCH

For The 3d Time NO!

DO NOT RISK Our Kids &
Grandkids Health & Safety

NO! onMeasure 27 28
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mesa County Justice Center is listed as the top provider for addiction treatment services.



WHY THE GRAND JUNCTIONS OF AMERICA
MATTER

Cities that are relatively small but can have strong political impact in
areas where there is one large metro area and smaller surrounding
rural areas

Places that implement strong levels of federalism against state and
national political movements

This has been in the forefront of peoples’ minds recently since the Increased policing within smaller communities rather than $$$ being
beginning of the opiate epidemic diverted to treatment-based resources under the guise of “safety”

Other areas in their state are reconsidering the punitive approach to While rural areas are reluctant to adopt these approaches because of
crime and drugs deeply held ‘tough on crime’ antics




WHAT | HOPE TO FIND IN FURTHER
RESEARCH & POTENTIAL HYPOTHESIS

withiii e City

City Council
Members, etc.)

More examples of
diverting funds
towards local
punishment
bureaucracies
instead of
community
services

| predict that Grand Junction was opposed to adopting recreational marijuana because of the long-felt effects of methamphetamine, which
caused this conservative community to invest in carceral ‘treatment’ measures. These measures also upheld the criminalization of marijuana so
local actors in this area could justify their expansive carceral response and deem this as an essential practice for the benefit of the community.
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